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UM LAW SCHOOL HOODING CEREMONY SET FOR MAY 24 
MISSOULA -
Montana's newest federal jurist and a federal appeals court judge will share their legal insights during 
The University of Montana School of Law’s 84th hooding ceremony Saturday, May 24.
The ceremony starts at 10 a.m. in the Montana Theatre of UM’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television 
Center. Seventy-five students are candidates for juris doctorates.
This year's hooding ceremony features two speakers: U.S. 7th Circuit Court Judge Kenneth F. Ripple, 
who is based in Chicago, and U.S. District Judge Don Molloy, who last summer was appointed to the federal 
bench in Missoula.
Also during the ceremony, James M. Kaze of Havre, chair of the Montana Board of Regents, will 
confer an honorary Doctor o f Laws degree on UM law Professor Emeritus Margery Hunter Brown of Bigfork. 
Brown served stints as associate dean and acting dean during her tenure at UM and helped launch the school's 
Indian Law Clinic. Kaze, Brown and Molloy are UM law school alumni.
Molloy clerked for U.S. District Court Judge James F. Battin in Billings, then operated a private law- 
practice there until he was appointed to the federal bench himself in August 1996. He is past president of the 
Yellowstone County Bar Association and the Montana Trial Lawyers Association.
Ripple earned a juris doctorate from the University of Virginia and a master’s of law from George 
Washington University. He served as special assistant to the chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court for four 
years before joining the law faculty at the University of Notre Dame in 1977. In 1985 he was appointed to the 
U.S. 7th Circuit Court of Appeals, but Ripple continues to teach part time at Notre Dame.
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